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INTRODUCTION

Reserving a cheap response at the two level for hands with 13 or more declarer points
presents a problem when responder has 10-12 points and the opening bid is 1% or 14 .
To resolve this problem when using 2-Over-1, a INT response following amajor suit
opening bid:
[J expands the strength range to 6-12 pointsinstead if the standard 6-9 points and,
O forces partner to bid for one round ! instead of inviting partner to bid.

Note that INT forcing does not apply when:

[J The opening bid isa minor suit.
The only suit that responder can not show at the one level is clubs. All of the other
one level responses are forcing for one round so there islittle need for aforcing no
trump. A standard INT response can be used to describe a hand with 6-9 points
without a four card major and a standard 2NT response can be used to describe a
balanced hand with 10-12 points without afour-card major.

[0 Responder isa passed hand (failed to open in first or second seat).
The pass has aready limited responder's strength to 0-12 points so a INT response
can be used to describe aweak hand with 6-9 points

[J Responder'sright hand opponent overcallsor doublesthe opening bid.
After interference, responder's INT is natural and invitational. It describes a balanced
hand with 6-9 points that does not have support for opener's suit. It also showsa
stopper in an overcaller's suit.

[0 Thereisamoredescriptive standard response.
For example, if the opening bid is 14 and responder has 10-12 points and four-card
spade support, the correct responseisalimit raiseto 34 .

Paul Thurston, author of 25 Stepsto Learning 2/1, says.

"The Forcing 1N response can be thought of asaNOT bid [ the hand's not right
for any thing else so bid INT! One of the most useful functions of the Forcing
1N isthat you start by telling your partner, 'My hand is NOT thisand NOT that'
and, since partner isforced to rebid and give you a second chance, you'll soon be
able to describe what it actually is."

gbooooooooon

1 When playing duplicate, opener must announce "forcing for one round" when responder makes a
Forcing 1IN response. For example, afirst or second seat 2-Over-1 opener must announce after a
sequence like 19 - P - 1INT.
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EXAMPLE

Assume that your partner opened the bidding in first or second seat, your right hand
opponent passed and your partnership has agreed to play 2-Over-1. Suppose you hold:

You (responder): 497 $KO7 K963 #Q842

What is the appropriate response after your partner:
* Opened 14 : Respond a Forcing 1N to describe a hand with 6-12 points.

* Opened 1¥ : Respond a standard 2% to describe aweak hand with 6-9 dummy points
and at least three hearts.

* Opened 14 : Respond a standard 24 to describe aweak hand with 6-9 dummy points, at
least four diamonds, and no four-card major.

* Opened 1% : Respond a standard new suit forcing 14 to describe a hand with at least 6
points, at least four diamonds, and no four-card major.

EXAMPLE

Now, suppose you hold:

You (responder): # Q97 $YKO76 4AJ65 #87

What is the appropriate response after your partner:

* Opened 14 : Respond a Forcing 1N to describe a hand with 6-12 points. Plan to jJump
raise spades on the next turn to show the three card support with 10-12 dummy points.

You do not have enough strength to respond a 2-Over-1 24 or a 2-Over-1 2%
(which would also require five hearts).

* Opened 1¥ : Respond a standard limit raise 3% to describe a hand with 10-12 dummy
points and at least four hearts.

* Opened 14 : Respond a standard new suit forcing 1% to describe a hand with at least 6
points and at least four hearts. Plan to show your four-card diamond support on the next
turn.

* Opened 1% : Respond a standard new suit forcing 14 or 1%, depending on partnership
agreement, to describe a hand with at least 6 points and at least four cards in the new suit.

EXAMPLE
Finally, suppose you hold:

You (responder): #T97 $K84 ¢AJ65 #K63

What is the appropriate response after your partner:
* Opened 14 or 1¥: Respond a Forcing 1N to describe a hand with 6-12 points.

* Opened 1¢ or 1% : Respond a standard 2NT to describe a balanced hand with 10-12
points and no four-card major.
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FORCING 1N BIDDING CONVERSATIONS

After aForcing 1N, opener'sfirst rebid should provide further information about the
strength and shape of the hand. Opener's rebids are, with one exception, the same as those
for standard methods.

Responder's reply should confirm or deny atrump fit and suggest the appropriate level
(partscore, game, or slam). Because responder has already limited the hand to 6-12 points,
none of responder'sreplies are forcing.

The following bidding conversations apply to aforcing no trump conversation that started
with either 1¥ or 14 . But all of the examples assume the auction started with:

|South || West || North || East | | East || South || West || North |

14 Pass INT Pass or Pass 1 Pass INT
7? Pass ?77?

Opener: Cheap rebid of the major (invitational):
Limits the hand to 13-16 points with at least six cardsin the major. For
example:
Rebid 26 with: ¢ AJT742 YAK9 ¢4 &753
Responder: Pass:

Describes a hand with 6-9 dummy points and (usually) two-card trump
support. For example:

See Also Passwith. 443 $QJ63 4J97 #K872
Example 1 If the hand is weak and unbalanced, trying to improve the contract is
Page 5 usually futile. With a6-1 trump split it is usually best to pass. For

example:

Passwith: #4 9863 Q95 #KJ8642

Cheap raise opener'smajor:
See Also Describes a hand with 10-12 dummy points and two-card (possibly three-

E’;aamg': 2 | card) trump support. For example:
2 Reply 34 with: 495 ¥ Q84 #AK63 #Q942
Jump to gamein opener's major:
See Also Describes a hand with 10-12 dummy points and three-card trump support.

Example 3 The nine-card trump fit makes up for the possibility that the partnership
Page 5 might not have 26 total points.

Reply 44 with: 4 Q96 ¥Q754 ¢AQJ3 #86
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Opener: Cheap rebid of alower ranking new suit (invitational):
Describes a hand with 13-16 points and usually at least four cardsin the
suit. But opener may rebid athree-card minor suit if thereis no better
alternative (see last conversation). For example:
Rebid 2 with: 4 AJ973 YKQ3 47 #Q965
Rebid 2¥ with: 4 AJ973 YKQ63 47 #Q95

Opener's cheap rebid of 24 after a1¥ opening bidisareverse
(a cheap rebid of a higher ranking suit) that describes a hand
with 17+ points and at least four spades. Responsesto areverse
are described in the bidding conversation on page 10.

Responder: Pass (shows preference):
Describes a hand with 6-9 points and better trump support for opener's
lower ranking second suit. For example, if opener rebid 2 :
Passwith: 42 9JT64 K864 &KT43

Cheap raise opener's major (shows preference):
Describes a hand with 6-9 dummy points and some support for opener's
major. For example, if opener rebid 2ée:
Reply 24 with: 464 9J965 ¢KQ65 #3843

Cheap raise opener's second suit:

See Also Describes a hand with 10-12 points and at |east five cards to raise a minor

E’I‘Daargzké 4| and at least four cards to raise hearts. For example, if opener rebid 24 :
Reply 3% with. 4 K6 $A974 T8 &KJB874

Jump raise opener'smajor suit:
Describes a hand with 10-12 dummy points and three-card major suit
trump support (athree-card limit raise). For example, if opener rebid 2é:
Reply 3¢ with: 4 K84 $JT8 ¢AK52 #874

Cheap rebid a new suit:
See Also Descibes a weak hand with either a good five-card suit or a six-card or
Example 5 longer suit that has little or no support for either of opener's suits. For
Page 5 example, if opener rebid 2é:
Reply 2¢ with: 48 $JT €QT96542 &K3
Reply 2NT:
See Also Describes a balanced hand with 10-12 points and stoppers in both unbid

E’;aamz'g 6| suits. For example, if opener rebid 24 :
J Reply 2NT with: 464 YA J92 Q84 #KJ73
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FORCING NO TRUMP BIDDING CONVERSATIONS

EXAMPLE 1

EXAMPLE 2

EXAMPLE 3

OaKT
YKQT 862
¢ AQT
& 74

aAKT
vQJ8732
¢K93

&8

| West H North H East HSouthl

Pass 1Y Pass INT

Pass 2¥ Pass Pass
Pass

| North H East HSouth H West |

1¥ Pass INT Pass
2¥ Pass 3¥ Pass
49 Pass Pass Pass

OaKT
YKQT 862
¢ AQT
*74

| North H East HSouth H West |

1¥ Pass INT Pass

2¥ Pass 4¥ Pass
Pass Pass

4186 4QJ17 4A63
v75 YAS vi74
8542 *AT62 4852
#AQ9?2 *7432 #AQ92
EXAMPLE 4 EXAMPLE 5 EXAMPLE 6
aA7 4AQ732 4AQ752
YAQ763 v72 VA2
¢AITT +K83 ¢72
*73 *QJ7 #KQ92

| North H East HSouth H West |

1¥ Pass INT Pass

2¢ Pass 2¥ Pass
Pass Pass

| West H North H East HSouthl

Pass 1& Pass INT

Pass 2% Pass 2%
Pass Pass Pass

| North H East HSouth H West |

14 pPass INT Pass

2% Pass 2NT Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

4J54 48 &K
Y42 YOT 6543 YK754
¢K84 ¢Q62 ¢AT 83
Q9542 &K 52 &)765

EXAMPLE 1

[0 North2¥ - limitsto 13-15 pointswith six hearts.
[0 South PAss - weak with 6-9 points and some heart support.
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EXAMPLE 2

[0 North 2¥ - limitsto 13-15 points with six hearts.

[0 South 3% - inviteswith 10-12 points and at |east two hearts.
EXAMPLE 3

[J North2% — limitsto 13-15 pointswith six hearts.

[1 South4% _ sign-off with 10-12 points and three-card heart support.
EXAMPLE 4

[J North2¢ — limitsto 13-16 pointswith five hearts and usually four or more
diamonds.

[0 South 2% - weak with 6-9 points and preference for hearts.
EXAMPLE 5

[J North2# _, [imitsto 13-16 points with five spades and usually four or more
clubs. North has no better alternative.

[J South2¥ — weak with 6-9 points, at least six hearts, and no trump support.
EXAMPLE 6
[0 North2# _, [imitsto 13-16 pointswith five spades and usually four or more clubs.

[0 South 2NT - promises 10-12 points with stoppersin diamonds and hearts. Better
than 3% because North might only have three clubs.

Opener: Jump rebid of themajor (invites game):
Describes a hand with 17-18 declarer points and at least six cards in the
major. For example:
Rebid 3¢ with: 4 AKJ842 YA 4763 #KQ4

Responder: Pass:
Describes aweak hand with or without atrump fit where thereislittle or
no chance for agame: For example, if opener jump rebid 34 :
Passwith: #42 9963 ¢K8754 #QJ2
Passwith: #J65 ¥86 ¢K8754 #Q42

Raise opener's major suit to game:
Describes a hand with some combination of trump support and/or dummy

See Also pointsthat is likely to produce agame. For example, if opener jump rebid
Example 7 34 -
Page 7 '

Reply 46 with. 4 T964 YT7 ¢AQ75 #9986
Reply 46 with. 4964 ¥YQ6 ¢AQ75 #K986
Reply 3NT:
Describes a balanced hand with 9-12 high card points and stoppersin the
three unbid suits. For example, if opener jump rebid 34 :
Reply 3NT with: 453 YK 865 €K9432 #&A6
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Opener: Jump shift to a new suit (forcing to game):
Describes an unbalanced hand with at least 17 points and at |east four
cardsin the new suit. For example:
Jump shift to 3¢ with. 4 AQJ97 ¥8 ¢KQJ65 #SAQ
Jump shift to 3¢ with. 4 AKJ85 $YK64 ¢KQJ5 A
Responder: Cheap raise opener'sfirst (major) suit (slow arrival):
Usually describes a hand with 10-12 dummy points and at |east three-card
trump support. For example, if opener rebid ajump shift to 3¢ :
Reply 3¢ with: ¢ KT4 $KJ764 4¢A92 &84
The raise may also describe a weak hand without a better alternative. For
example, if opener rebid ajump shift to 3¢ :
Reply 3¢ with: 453 9642 ¢KQ7 #JT832
Opener will continue with either a control-showing bid or a shape-
showing bid. With the first hand, responder should cooperate by showing
the heart control. With the second, responder should sign-off with 44 .

Cheap raise opener's second suit (slow arrival):
Describes a hand with 10-12 dummy points, at |east four-card support
with better support for opener's second suit over opener's first suit.
Raise opener'sfirst (major) suit to game (fast arrival):
Describes aweak hand with support for opener's mgjor suit. For example,
If opener rebid ajump shift to 3¢ :
Reply 46 with: #J93 9764 K973 #Q62

Reply 3NT:
Describes a hand with little trump support for either of opener's suits but

See Also
Example 8 stoppersin the two unbid suits. For example, if opener rebid a jump shift
Page 10 to 3¢ :
Reply 3NT with: 474 YK 86 4€J97 #SKQ632
EXAMPLE 7
| WEST | |South || West || North || East | | EAST |
*A Pass 1¥ Pass INT 4Q64
YKQ8542 Pass 3¥ Pass 4¥ ¥63
¢K76 Pass Pass Pass ¢+Q852
&K J4 *AQ86
EXAMPLE 7

[J West 3¥ - strong with 17-18 declarer points and six hearts.
[0 East4¥ - enough pointsto ensure a game and some heart support.
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FORCING NO TRUMP BIDDING CONVERSATIONS

Opener:

Responder:

See Also
Example 9
Page 10

See Also
Example 10
Page 10

Rebid 2NT (invites game):
Describes a balanced hand with 18-19 high card points. For example:
Rebid 2NT with: 4 KQT72 A7 4KJ5 #AJ4

Pass:
Describes a bare minimum hand without three-card trump support. For
example:
Passwith: #65 ¥J86 €QT64 ®K543

Reply 3NT:
Describes a hand with 8-12 high card points and |less than three-card
trump support. For example:
Passwith. # 65 ¥J86 ¢QT64 #KQ43

Jump to gamein opener's major:
Describes a hand with 8-12 points and three-card trump support. For
example:
Reply 34 with: #J64 $YKQ9 ¢A764 #8752

Jump to gamein your long suit:
Describes a hand with 8-12 points, little or no support for opener's mgor,
and at least six cardsin the new suit to ensure an eight-card trump fit. For
example:
Reply 49 with: 45 $KQJ875 Q75 %764

Opener:

Jump to gamein themajor ( semi-sign-off):
A very rarerebid that describes a hand with 19-21 declarer points and at
least six cardsin the major. Responder will usualy pass but with Aces
and Kings in side suits, responder might advance towards slam.

Opener:

Responder:

Rebid longest minor or 2% with equal length:
A last resort. Describes a hand that does not have a side four-card suit.
For example, in these hands you do not have a sixth heart, aside four card
suit, or the strength to rebid 2NT:
Rebid 2¢ with: # AQ975 ¥Q86 ¢KQ4 74
Rebid 2% with: # AQ975 ¥Q8 ¢KQ4 #9974
Rebid 2% with: # AQ975 YAKQ 43 #9714

Seeresponses to a cheap rebid of a new lower ranking suit.
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FORCING 1IN REVERSE BIDDING CONVERSATION

A reverseisacheap rebid of a higher ranking suit than the the opening suit. If opener
opened 1¥ and responder bid aforcing INT, opener must have extra strength to rebid a 24
reverse because a responder with aweak hand and a preference for hearts would have to

reply at the three-level. If both the opener and the responder have minimum hands, a three-
level contract might be too high.

Note that a reverse after a 2-Over-1 response does not require extra strength because the
partnership is going to at least the four-level.

Opener: Reverseto 24 after opening 1% (forcing one round):

Describes a hand with at least 17 points and at least four spades but fewer
spades than hearts. For example:

Rebid 26 with. 8 AKQT7 YAKQ854 46 &J

Rebid 26 with: 4 AQT7 $AKJ85 496 K7
But with a hand that istoo weak to reverse:

Rebid 2¥ with. 4 AQT87 $YAKO9854 46 &J

Rebid 2% (or 2¥ ) with:. e AQT7 $YAKJI85 496 87

In the last example, either rebid isalie but the club rebid is usually the
best choice. Responder will expect three clubs but since clubs get no
respect, responder will make an effort to avoid passing a club rebid.

Responder:  After areverse, responder should show three card or longer support
for hearts. Without support, responder should rebid no trump.

Cheap raise opener's hearts:
Describes a hand with 6-9 dummy points and at least three hearts. For
example, if opener rebid 24 after opening 1V :
Reply 3¢ with: #64 9J965 ¢KQ65 #853

Jump to gamein opener's hearts:
Describes a hand with 10-12 dummy points and at least three hearts. For
example, if opener rebid 24 after opening 1V :
Reply 3¥ with: 4 K84 9JT8 4¢AK52 #3874
Reply 2NT:
Describes a hand with 6-9 points and |ess than three hearts. For example,
If opener rebid 26 after opening 19 :
Reply 2NT with: 4964 9J9 43843 #KQ75
Reply 3NT:
Describes a hand with 10-12 points and less than three hearts. For
example, if opener rebid 24 after opening 1¥ :
Reply 3NT with: ¢ A64 9J9 43843 SKQ75
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EXAMPLE 8 EXAMPLE 9 EXAMPLE 10

# AKT98 # AKJ92 *Ab6

v74 YK3 YAKJ 72

A ¢K43 ¢Q32

#AQ93 &AQ5 S&A53
|West H North H East HSouthl |West H North H East HsOuthl |N0rth H East HSouthH West |
Pass 1& Pass INT Pass 18 Pass INT 1¥ Pass INT Pass
Pass 3% Pass 3NT Pass 2NT Pass 3NT 2NT Pass 4¥ Pass
Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass

65 73 #8732

YAJ53 vQJ54 vYQ54

¢K9432 ¢ABGS ¢ATG6

&T8 SdKT42 &K J4

EXAMPLE 8

[J North 3% . jump shift implies 18+ points with at least four clubs.

[0 South3NT - no spade or club support but stoppersin diamonds and hearts.
EXAMPLE 9

[J North 2nT - balanced with 18-19 high card points.

[0 South 3NT - sign-off with 8-12 high card points and less then three spades.
EXAMPLE 10

[J South INT - better than new suit forcing 14 because limitsto 6-12 and can rebid
hearts to narrow to 10-12 with three-card support.

[0 North2nT -  balanced with 18-19 high card points.
[J South 4% . sign-off with 10-12 dummy points and three-card heart support.
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